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Abstract 
Electronic resources provide cadets with convenient and cost-effective access to information anytime and anywhere through military and paramilitary libraries. Despite their availability, these resources remain underutilized among cadets in such institutions. Previous studies have established that information literacy skills significantly influence the effective utilization of electronic resources in academic environments. However, there is a paucity of empirical studies focusing on cadets in military and paramilitary institutions, particularly in North-West Nigeria. This gap limits understanding of how information literacy skills affect electronic resource utilization in this context.
This study adopted a survey research design. Proportionate stratified sampling technique was employed to select respondents. The population comprised 4,027 cadets from selected military and paramilitary institutions in North-West Nigeria. A sample size of 364 was determined using the Taro Yamane formula, and Data were collected using a self-developed and validated questionnaire. The reliability of the instrument was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients ranging from 0.91 to 0.96. A response rate of 99.18% was achieved. Data were analysed using descriptive and inferential statistics at a 5% level of significance.
The findings revealed that information literacy skills significantly influenced electronic resource utilization (Adj. R² = 0.24, F(1, 360) = 115.57, p < 0.05). Specifically, the components of information literacy skills: identify (B = 0.524, t(356) = 2.410, p < 0.05), locate (B = 0.552, t(356) = 2.611, p < 0.05), access (B = 0.783, t(356) = 3.553, p < 0.001), and evaluate (B = 0.406, t(356) = 3.480, p < 0.01) showed significant positive influence. However, the ‘use’ component (B = -0.400, t(356) = -2.833, p < 0.01) exhibited a significant negative influence on electronic resource utilization.
The study concludes that enhancing information literacy skills among cadets is essential for improving electronic resource utilization in military and paramilitary libraries. It therefore recommends targeted training programmes and structured skills development initiatives to empower cadets in effectively accessing and utilizing digital library resources.
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Introduction
Library is a social and specialized institution that plays a vital role in supporting the achievement of the objectives of tertiary institutions globally. It is responsible for the acquisition, subscription, processing, organization, and dissemination of relevant information to ensure effective utilization. These information resources exist in different format such as physical or electronic resources. Information available in electronic format is commonly referred to as electronic resources (e-resources). With the increasing integration of information and communication technologies (ICT) in higher education in developing countries, particularly across Africa, e-resources have become an essential component of modern academic libraries. E-resources have become indispensable tools in academic libraries for acquiring current and up-to-date information, transforming how researchers and students access and use scholarly content (Francis, 2024). 
Electronic resources are information resources that can be identified, located, accessed, and utilized only with the support of technological infrastructure such as computer hardware and software, network for connectivity, storage systems, power supply, security systems, and adequate human and technical support. There are various types of e-resources including: e-books, e-journals, e-repositories, e-newspapers, e-magazines, multimedia resources, electronic reference sources, and library databases with different purpose of utilization like: completing academic assignments, keeping up with current trends, accessing information that is not available in print, social interaction, current news, updating class-notes and so forth. The essence of providing a wide range of these resources is to ensure their effective utilization by users in support of teaching, learning, and research, thereby facilitating the achievement of the stated academic goals of parent organization. 
In addition. E-resources enhance academic and professional efficiency by enabling quick retrieval of relevant information, supporting interdisciplinary research, and fostering global collaboration. Interactive content like videos and simulations further enrich the learning experience, while their cost-effectiveness and sustainability through reduced reliance on print make them attractive to institutions. E-resources utilization refers to the systematic identification, access, evaluation, and effective use of information obtained from electronic resources through Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), reflecting an individual’s information literacy skills to support learning, teaching, research, and professional activities. 
Naik and Padmini, (2014) posit that, information literacy skills encompasses knowledge of one’s information concerns and needs, and the ability to identify, locate, evaluate, organize and effectively create, use and communicate, information to address issues or problems at hand. Information literacy skills are essential competencies that empower individuals to proficiently locate, evaluate, and use information in an increasingly complex and information-rich landscape. In today's digital age, these skills enable individuals to effectively find, assess, and utilize relevant information for various academic, professional, and personal needs (Shashikala, 2023). For both students and faculty members, mastering these skills is particularly crucial in navigating the extensive array of electronic resources available in academic libraries, where efficient information location, thorough evaluation, and appropriate use are foundational. In academic settings, where the library plays a central role in fostering students' information literacy, these competencies are integral to academic success (Mamta, 2023). A deep understanding of the research process forms the bedrock of information literacy, encompassing the ability to precisely locate needed information, evaluate its relevance and credibility, and use it appropriately to construct meaningful insights. This process starts with formulating clear research questions based on an understanding of actual information needs and identifying the most suitable resources to address those inquiries effectively. 
In addition, Educational institutions and libraries play a key role in promoting information literacy, equipping learners with the skills to thrive in an information-rich society. Symbio6, a Netherlands-based company specializing in Artificial Intelligence (AI) solutions for the information and knowledge sector, released a comprehensive report in 2025 highlighting global trends in AI adoption in libraries and educational institutions. According to the report, the Public Library Association (PLA), under its 2022–2026 strategic plan, reaffirmed its commitment to supporting libraries in advancing all forms of literacy digital, information, media, and AI literacy while ensuring that access to knowledge remains meaningful, relevant, and equitable for all users. The report emphasizes that PLA’s strategic direction focuses on integrating emerging technologies, including AI-powered discovery systems, intelligent cataloguing tools, digital learning platforms, and personalized information services, to enhance user engagement and strengthen the capacity of libraries to serve evolving community needs. Adedokun (2018) posit that, Information literacy has the potential of covering a wide range of fields such as health, maternal health, infant mortality, family planning, hygiene and sanitation, malaria prevention, human rights awareness, democratic governance, conflict management and resolution and violence of all sorts.
Statement of problem
Libraries, whether in the public, private or special organizations are integral components of academic institutions, serving as essential subsystems that significantly enhance the educational environment. Military and para-military libraries are not exceptional in the provision of information resources. Libraries are responsible for acquiring, processing, organizing, and disseminating a vast array of knowledge and information, thereby supporting students’ educational, professional, and personal growth. This wealth of information is available in both physical and electronic formats, with access to digital resources. The utilization of e-resources enable students and researchers to efficiently achieve their academic objectives. However, despite the availability of e-resources in the library, there is evidence suggesting their underutilization by cadets. Saba-Jibril et al. (2024) reported that cadets at the Nigerian Defence Academy seldom request passwords for accessing databases like ProQuest and Science Direct, indicating low engagement with available digital resources. Report from staff as well as preliminary investigation by the researcher revealed that, cadets rarely request passwords to access and utilize e-resources, they hardly use Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) to access relevant information that are available which justified low level of engagement with digital resources. The Guardian (February 13, 2025) reported that, military and paramilitary libraries are not exceptional, as they also face several problems related to e-resources underutilization. In view of this, one can propose that, there is the possibility that information literacy skills could play positive roles in influencing the e-resources utilization of cadets.  
Information literacy skills is a critical enablers for effective e-resources utilization, it enable cadets to identify, locate, access, evaluate, and use information efficiently and ethically. Without these foundational skills, even well-equipped digital libraries may remain underutilized. Based on these, this study aims at investigating the influence of information literacy skills on e-resources utilization by cadets in military and paramilitary libraries in North-West Nigeria.

Research question
The following research question will be answered in the cause of this study:
1. What is the level of information literacy skills of cadets in military and para-military’ libraries in North-West Nigeria?
Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance.
      Ho1:   Information literacy skills have no significant influence on e-resources utilization by cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West.
       Ho2:  Information literacy skills indicators have no significant influence electronic resources utilization in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
Review of related literature
Several studies have examined the level of information literacy skills possessed by students in academic institutions.
Hamizak and Ahmad (2024) assessed undergraduate students at UiTM Puncak Perdana and found that most students demonstrated a high level of information literacy skills in the use of electronic resources. Their findings underscore information literacy as a critical competence for students in the digital age. Similarly, Ebiefung and Okafo (2022) reported mixed levels of information literacy skills among undergraduates at the Federal University Otuoke, Nigeria. While students showed a very high ability to formulate research questions, their ability to access relevant information from diverse sources was generally low, indicating uneven development of information literacy competencies. Oseghale (2023) also found that humanities graduate students at the University of Ibadan possessed high digital information literacy skills, suggesting that academic exposure contributes positively to students’ information literacy development.
Empirical evidence consistently shows a strong relationship between information literacy skills and the use of electronic resources. Ukachi (2015) established a strong positive correlation between undergraduate students’ information literacy skills and their utilization of electronic resources in Nigerian university libraries. The study revealed that students with higher information literacy skills made more effective use of e-resources. Hamizak and Ahmad (2024) similarly confirmed that students with higher levels of information literacy skills were more proficient and confident in using electronic resources, reinforcing the importance of information literacy in academic research activities.
Beyond skill levels, several contextual factors influence the effective utilization of electronic resources. Momanyi et al. (2018) identified institutional constraints at Maseno University, including inadequate time allocation for information literacy programs, overcrowded orientation sessions, and insufficient e-resource training. These factors contributed significantly to the underutilization of e-resources despite the presence of information literacy initiatives. Ebiefung and Okafo (2022) highlighted poor internet connectivity and information overload as major barriers to effective e-resource use among Nigerian undergraduates. Likewise, Oseghale (2023) found that low utilization of e-resources persisted despite high digital literacy skills, largely due to irregular internet access, insufficient awareness of available e-resources, and inadequate training.
Although existing studies have established a link between information literacy skills and e-resource utilization, notable gaps remain. Some studies report high information literacy skills alongside low e-resource utilization, suggesting the influence of contextual and institutional factors that are not fully explored. In addition, many studies focus either on undergraduates or postgraduates in isolation, leaving room for cadets in military and para-military institution and context-specific investigations.
Therefore, there is a need for further research that integrates information literacy skills, contextual factors, and e-resource utilization, particularly within Nigerian special academic institutions, to provide a more holistic understanding.
Methodology
The study adopted a survey research design to examine information literacy skills and e-resources utilization among cadets in military and paramilitary tertiary institutions in North-West Nigeria. The population comprised 4,027 cadets enrolled in institutions that combine academic programmes with regular military or paramilitary training: the Nigerian Defence Academy (NDA) with 2,283 cadets and the Nigeria Police Academy (POLAC) with 1,744 cadets. A proportionate stratified sampling technique was used to select respondents. Institutions were selected based on their mandate to train regular cadets. The sample size was determined using the Taro Yamane (1968) formula, yielding 364 respondents at a 95% confidence level and a 5% margin of error. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted of two sections: Section A contained self-developed demographic items (institution, gender, and age), while Section B comprised 20 self-developed items measuring information literacy skills using a four-point Likert scale (VHL = Very High Level, HL = High Level, LL = Low Level, and VLL = Very Low Level). Of the 364 questionnaires administered, 362 were successfully retrieved and used for analysis. The instrument was confirmed reliable using Cronbach’s Alpha, which yielded an acceptable coefficient. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics to address the research questions and hypothesis.
Result 
Research question one: What is the level of information literacy skills of cadets in military and para-military’ libraries in North-West Nigeria?
To answer research question one, the level information literacy skills of cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria were analyzed and presented.
Table 1.1
Level information literacy skills of cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria
	
	Very High Level
	High Level
	Low Level
	Very Low Level
	Missing
	x̅
	
σ

	Identify
	2.97
	0.88

	I have the skill to identify a specific information needs for academic or researches purposes to a---
	143
	188
	19
	4
	8
	3.25
	.79

	
	39.50%
	51.93%
	5.25%
	1.10%
	2.21%
	
	

	I have the skills to define a research topic and determine the type of information required to a
	103
	185
	58
	6
	10
	3.01
	.87

	
	28.45%
	51.10%
	16.02%
	1.66%
	2.76%
	
	

	I have the skill to recognize the appropriate search terms for effective information retrieval to a
	100
	142
	104
	9
	7
	2.88
	.91

	
	27.62%
	39.23%
	28.73%
	2.49%
	1.93%
	
	

	I have the skills to understand different types of academic sources like e-journals to a
	85
	127
	124
	16
	10
	2.72
	.96

	
	23.48%
	35.08%
	34.25%
	4.42%
	2.76%
	
	

	Locate
	2.84
	0.90

	I have the skill to locate academic resources using library databases to a
	91
	189
	65
	8
	9
	2.95
	.86

	
	25.14%
	52.21%
	17.96%
	2.21%
	2.49%
	
	

	I have the skill navigate online search engines like google scholar to  find relevant materials to a
	87
	203
	54
	9
	9
	2.97
	.84

	
	24.03%
	56.08%
	14.92%
	2.49%
	2.49%
	
	

	I have the skill to utilize advanced search techniques such as Boolean operators to narrow search results to a
	74
	175
	82
	22
	9
	2.78
	.92

	
	20.44%
	48.34%
	22.65%
	6.08%
	2.49%
	
	

	I have the skill to understand different reference sources like encyclopedias to locate useful information to a
	75
	132
	117
	28
	10
	2.65
	.98

	
	20.72%
	36.46%
	32.32%
	7.73%
	2.76%
	
	

	Access
	2.75
	1.00

	I have skill to access full-text e-resources such as e-books and e-journals to a
	116
	155
	71
	7
	13
	2.98
	.96

	
	32.04%
	42.82%
	19.61%
	1.93%
	3.59%
	
	

	I have the skill to retrieve subscription-based or restricted access materials through university portals to a
	69
	179
	81
	20
	13
	2.75
	.95

	
	19.06%
	49.45%
	22.38%
	5.52%
	3.59%
	
	

	I have the skills to organize e-resources for future reference to a
	92
	155
	90
	11
	14
	2.83
	.97

	
	25.41%
	42.82%
	24.86%
	3.04%
	3.87%
	
	

	I have the skill to navigate authentication systems such as login credentials to access e-resources
	65
	133
	77
	72
	15
	2.44
	1.12

	
	17.96%
	36.74%
	21.27%
	19.89%
	4.14%
	
	

	Evaluate
	2.73
	1.08

	I have the skill to distinguish between primary and secondary sources of information to a
	92
	191
	51
	16
	12
	2.91
	.98

	
	25.41%
	52.76%
	14.09%
	4.42%
	3.31%
	
	

	I have the skill to differentiate between scholarly and non-scholarly materials to a
	90
	133
	117
	11
	11
	2.77
	.96

	
	24.86%
	36.74%
	32.32%
	3.04%
	3.04%
	
	

	I have the skill to identify misleading information in academic sources to a
	117
	138
	64
	29
	14
	2.87
	1.07

	
	32.32%
	38.12%
	17.68%
	8.01%
	3.87%
	
	

	I have the skill to assess the credibility of online sources to a
	120
	142
	54
	34
	12
	2.90
	1.07

	
	33.15%
	39.23%
	14.92%
	9.39%
	3.31%
	
	

	I have the skills to verify the accuracy  of information from multiple sources to a
	110
	135
	74
	31
	12
	2.83
	1.06

	
	30.39%
	37.29%
	20.44%
	8.56%
	3.31%
	
	

	I have the skills to recognize irrelevant information to a
	81
	143
	82
	35
	21
	2.63
	1.11

	
	22.38%
	39.50%
	22.65%
	9.67%
	5.80%
	
	

	I have the knowledge to evaluate the authority of an author or publisher to a
	57
	118
	68
	74
	45
	2.19
	1.28

	
	15.75%
	32.60%
	18.78%
	20.44%
	12.43%
	
	

	Use
	
	
	
	
	
	2.70
	1.00

	I have the skills to apply gathered information effectively in academic writing to a
	111
	189
	44
	7
	11
	3.06
	.88

	
	30.66%
	52.21%
	12.15%
	1.93%
	3.04%
	
	

	I have the skills to properly cite sources using standard styles like APA or MLA to a
	75
	136
	123
	16
	12
	2.68
	.96

	
	20.72%
	37.57%
	33.98%
	4.42%
	3.31%
	
	

	I have the skills to synthesize information from multiple sources to support academic arguments to a
	67
	145
	75
	62
	13
	2.53
	1.09

	
	18.51%
	40.06%
	20.72%
	17.13%
	3.59%
	
	

	I have the skills to manage research materials for future use to a
	81
	136
	114
	17
	14
	2.70
	.99

	
	22.38%
	37.57%
	31.49%
	4.70%
	3.87%
	
	

	I have the skill to present research findings clearly and effectively to a
	92
	131
	117
	11
	11
	2.78
	.96

	
	25.41%
	36.19%
	32.32%
	3.04%
	3.04%
	
	

	I have the skills to apply Turnitin and maintain academic integrity in research to a
	74
	117
	78
	81
	12
	2.44
	1.14

	
	20.44%
	32.32%
	21.55%
	22.38%
	3.31%
	
	

	Average
	2.78
	0.99


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025
Decision Rule: 1.0-1.74 = Very Low Level; 1.75-2.49 = Low Level; 2.50-3.24 = High Level; 3.25-4.0 = Very High Level
Interpretation
Table 1.1 shows that cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West Nigeria generally possess a high level of information literacy skills, as indicated by the overall mean score, with moderate variation across skill dimensions. Cadets demonstrate strong competence in identifying information needs, particularly in recognizing and defining topics for academic and research purposes. This suggests that most cadets understand what information they need before beginning a search. Skills related to locating information are also relatively strong, especially in the use of library databases and common academic search engines. However, competence declines when more advanced search strategies and specialized reference tools are required. The access dimension reveals mixed results. While cadets are fairly capable of accessing full-text electronic resources and subscription-based materials, notable difficulty exists in navigating authentication systems, which constitutes a major barrier to effective e-resource use. Evaluation skills are moderate, with cadets able to assess credibility and distinguish between basic source types. Nonetheless, weaknesses are evident in evaluating author authority, relevance, and scholarly quality, indicating limited critical appraisal skills. In terms of use of information, cadets are reasonably confident in applying information in academic writing. However, challenges remain in proper citation, synthesis of multiple sources, and maintaining academic integrity, particularly with plagiarism-detection tools.
Test of Hypotheses 
In hypothesis one, the hypothesis was tested in line with the variable operation at a 0.05 level of significance
Hypothesis one: information literacy skills has no significant influence on e-resources utilization by cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
Hypotheses one was tested with simple linear regression analysis. Information literacy skills operationalized with available e-resources. The result and conclusions of the regression analysis are reported in Table 1.2 
Table 1.2
Simple linear regression analysis on information literacy skills and e-resources utilization by cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West
	Coefficientsa

	Model
	Unstandardized Coefficients
	Standardized Coefficients
	T
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	1
	(Constant)
	36.499
	1.992
	
	18.326
	.000

	
	Information Literacy Skills
	.301
	.028
	.493
	10.750
	.000

	a. Dependent Variable: E-Resources Utilization

	R = 0.493      R2 = 0.243      F(1, 360) = 115.570


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation
Based on the simple linear regression analysis presented in Table 1.2, the null hypothesis (Ho1) that information literacy skills have no significant influence on e-resources utilization by cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria is tested. The results reveal a statistically significant positive relationship between information literacy skills and e-resources utilization R2 = 0.28, β = 0.493, t (361)  = 10.750, p < 0.001. This indicates that cadets with higher levels of information literacy skills demonstrate significantly greater utilization of e-resources, with every unit increase in information literacy skills corresponding to approximately a 0.49 unit increase in e-resources utilization. The model shows a moderate relationship between the variables, as evidenced by the R value of 0.493. The R² of 0.243 indicates that information literacy skills account for approximately 24.3% of the variance in e-resources utilization among cadets. The highly significant F-statistic (F = 115.570, p < 0.001) confirms the overall robustness of the regression model.
These findings lead to the rejection of the null hypothesis (Ho2), demonstrating that information literacy skills have a significant positive influence on e-resources utilization by cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria. The results suggest that enhancing cadets' information literacy skills would likely improve their utilization of electronic resources, though other factors beyond this model account for the remaining 75.7% of variance in e-resources utilization.
Hypothesis two: Information literacy skills indicators have no significant influence electronic resources utilization in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
Hypotheses five was tested with multiple linear regression analysis. Information literacy skills indicators operationalized with available e-resources. The result and conclusions of the regression analysis are reported in Table 1.3.
Table 1.3
Multiple linear regression analysis on information literacy skills indicators and electronic resources utilization in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria
	Coefficientsa

	Model
	Unstandardized Coefficients
	Standardized Coefficients
	T
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	1
	(Constant)
	35.026
	2.066
	
	16.957
	.000

	
	Identify
	.524
	.217
	.159
	2.410
	.016

	
	Locate
	.552
	.211
	.160
	2.611
	.009

	
	Access
	.783
	.220
	.269
	3.553
	.000

	
	Evaluate
	.406
	.117
	.232
	3.480
	.001

	
	Use
	-.400
	.141
	-.197
	-2.833
	.005

	a. Dependent Variable: E-Resources Utilization

	[bookmark: _Hlk214197902]R = 0.548    R2 = 0.300     AdjR2 = 0.290      f(5, 356) = 30.515


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation
The multiple linear regression analysis presented in Table 1.3 was conducted to test hypothesis five (Ho2), which states that information literacy skills indicators have no significant influence on electronic resources utilization in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria. The results reveal that AdjR2 = 0.290, f(5, 356) = 30.515, P< 0.05. The mixed findings regarding the influence of specific information literacy skills on e-resources utilization. Four indicators demonstrate statistically significant positive effects: Identify (β = 0.159, t (357) = 2.410, p < 0.05), Locate (β = 0.160, t (357)= 2.611, p < 0.05), Access (β = 0.269, t (357) = 3.553, p < 0.001), and Evaluate (β = 0.232, t (357) = 3.480, p < 0.01). However, the Use indicator (β = -0.197, t(357) = -2.833, p < 0.01) shows a significant negative influence on e-resources utilization, suggesting that higher proficiency in using information is associated with reduced utilization of electronic resources in this context.
The model exhibits a moderate relationship between the predictors and the dependent variable, with an R value of 0.548 indicating a meaningful correlation between information literacy skills indicators and e-resources utilization. The R² of 0.300 and adjusted R² of 0.290 demonstrate that these indicators collectively explain approximately 29.0% of the variance in e-resources utilization among cadets. The remaining 71.0% is attributed to other factors not included in the model. The significant F-statistic (F = 30.515, p < 0.001) confirms the overall robustness and validity of the regression model.
The findings partially reject hypothesis two (Ho2), as most information literacy skills indicators (Identify, Locate, Access, and Evaluate) have a significant positive influence on e-resources utilization, while the Use indicator has a significant negative effect. This implies that foundational skills in identifying, locating, accessing, and evaluating information enhance e-resources utilization, but the application or use of information may involve complexities such as misinformation risks or over-reliance on non-electronic sources that discourage utilization. These results highlight the need for tailored information literacy training programs that emphasize positive skills while addressing potential barriers related to information use.
Discussion of findings
The findings of question one show that cadets in military and paramilitary libraries in North-West Nigeria generally demonstrate a high level of information literacy skills, though their proficiency varies across different skill components. The strongest area of performance appears in the ability to identify information needs, reflecting cadets’ capacity to recognize, define, and articulate academic and research-related information requirements. This align with the recent studies by Ebiefung and Okafo (2022) indicating that the ability to formulate questions based on the needed information was “Very High” among the majority 144(59.5%) of the respondents. Cadets also show substantial ability in locating information, particularly through common search platforms such as library databases and academic search engines. However, their limited proficiency with advanced search strategies such as Boolean operators and specialized reference sources reflects a broader trend noted in recent literature by Ugwu and Orsu (2017) which found that although over 80% of students were aware of e-resources like JSTOR and EBSCOhost, only 35% used them consistently.
In terms of accessing information, cadets demonstrate reasonable capacity to retrieve digital resources, though challenges remain in navigating authentication systems and institutional access barriers. These issues mirror findings from other studies highlighting that students often struggle with login processes, subscription-based access, and institutional security protocols, particularly in restricted environments such as military institutions (Ebiefung & Okafo, 2022). A notable area of weakness emerges in evaluating information, especially in assessing the authority of authors and publishers, identifying irrelevant content, and differentiating scholarly from non-scholarly materials. 
Cadets’ ability to use information effectively is moderately developed. This go in line with Momanyi et al. (2018) findings which shown that the availability of electronic resources does not guarantee their use, as students often lack awareness or the necessary skills to access them.  They also demonstrate confidence in applying information in academic writing but show limitations in synthesizing information, citing sources appropriately, and utilizing academic integrity tools such as plagiarism detection software. Similar weaknesses have been documented in recent studies across African higher education contexts, by Ukachi (2015) who revealed that, Electronic Resources are not adequately utilized, undergraduate students do not possess adequate information literacy skills necessary for optimal utilization of the libraries 
In a nutshell, the findings reveal a pattern in which cadets exhibit stronger foundational information literacy skills like identifying and locating information, while advanced skills related to accessing restricted content, critically evaluating information, and ethically using information require further development. 
Hypothesis one demonstrate a significant positive effect of information literacy skills on e-resource utilization, thereby rejecting the null hypothesis. Recent studies also confirm that information literacy significantly predicts effective use of electronic information among university students (Makinde & Okoye, 2024)). Similarly. Thus, improving cadets’ information literacy skills is crucial for strengthening their ability to navigate electronic resources.
Hypothesis two provides mixed results. Four indicators Identify, Locate, Access, and evaluate significantly and positively influence e-resources utilization, consistent with ACRL (2019) and empirical studies demonstrating that strong information-seeking skills enhance digital engagement (Ikonne, et al, 2021). However, the negative effect of the “Use” indicator suggests that applying information may introduce complexities related to misinformation, cognitive overload, or shifting to non-digital sources. A recent research finding by Momanyi et al, (2018) revealed that there was underutilization of electronic information resources in Maseno university library as students lacked information literacy skills required despite going through the IL training program offered to them by librarians. These nuanced findings partially reject the null hypothesis and highlight the need for targeted information literacy interventions that strengthen practical information use competencies while addressing barriers that may hinder effective digital resource utilization.
Summary of findings
1. Cadets possessed adequate information literacy skills, particularly in identifying and locating information, but showed weaknesses in evaluating and effectively using information in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
2. Information literacy skills significantly influence e-resources utilization in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
3. Information literacy skills indicators significantly influence e-resources utilization with four positive and one negative effect resulting in a partial rejection of the null hypothesis in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
Conclusion
The importance of electronic resources cannot be overstated, as they constitute a fundamental pillar for the smooth functioning of academic institutions. Without adequate resources, a library cannot fulfil its mandate, and without an effective academic library system, no academic institution can effectively support teaching, learning, research and professional activities. E-resources utilization among cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West Nigeria demonstrates a strong reliance on instructional and academically oriented digital resources, particularly e-books, e-journals, e-dictionaries, and multimedia materials. The study shows that while cadets actively engage with content-based e-resources to support academic work, military training, and knowledge enhancement, their use of retrieval and search-oriented tools such as OPAC, Web-OPAC, and e-repositories remains comparatively low. The findings further establish that information literacy skills play significant roles in shaping cadets’ ability to access, navigate, and effectively use electronic resources. Additionally, most indicators of information literacy skills significantly contribute to improved e-resources utilization. Overall, the study concludes that strengthening information literacy capacities remains essential for enhancing cadets' effective utilization of e-resources and improving the overall quality of teaching, learning and professional development in military and para-military library environments.
5.3 Recommendation
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendation are made: 
Libraries in military and para-military institutions in North-West, Nigeria should integrate structured information literacy skills training that covers identifying, locating, accessing, evaluating, and effectively using information to improve cadets’ academic and professional engagement with e-resources.
With the current indication of low utilization of retrieval tools in military and para-military libraries, in Nigeria, the institutions should target orientation and user education should be conducted to increase cadets’ awareness and utilization of OPAC, Web-OPAC, and institutional repositories, 
Since the “use” dimension of information literacy skills showed a negative effect, targeted interventions should address challenges 
Regular workshops, seminars, and digital literacy campaigns should be organized to foster a culture of active and confident use of electronic resources in military and para-military libraries in North-West, Nigeria.
5.4 Contribution to knowledge
This study has contributed conceptually, empirically, and theoretically to the body of Knowledge. The study makes a significant contribution to knowledge by providing one of the first empirical examinations of information literacy skills influence e-resources utilization among cadets in military and para-military libraries in North-West Nigeria an area that has remained under-researched due to the restricted nature of such institutions. The study serves as a reference for various stakeholders and can be adopted or adapted by every organization either private or public, as it emphasized the significance of information literacy skills to e-resource utilization. The study support and extends previous research in information literacy skills on e-resources utilization by undergoing an empirical investigation to determine the influence of information literacy skills on e-resources utilization in North-west and Nigeria at large.
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