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Abstract 

The paper is focused on realization of development agenda in Africa with emphasis on re-engineering medical library services for community engagement and sustainable partnership approach. The desk research approach was adopted with inferences drawn from content analysis of literature. The major highlights of the paper include community engagement in the context of development agenda, understanding the content and framework of 2030 agenda and AU 2063 development agenda within the context of Africa, rationalization for medical libraries participation in the developmental agenda, justification for medical libraries participation in the development agenda drive in Africa, the areas of community engagement that medical libraries can exploit for driving the developmental agenda and sustainable partnership options available to medical libraries in Africa. The recommendations such as repositioning of medical libraries in Africa, establishment of community health and literacy centre, use of train-the-trainer programmes, possession of appropriate basic medical knowledge. etc were made as the way forward
Keywords: Africa, Community engagement, Development agenda, Partnership, Medical libraries.
1.1
Introduction 

Good health is a driving force in both developed and developing nation of the world. The health of the people determines the health of the nation. Amazingly, different sections of developmental agenda at various stages of human development do give attention to health as an integral component of human existence. Going down memory lane, the “Millennium Development Goals” (MGDs), Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 2030 Agenda and AU 2063 development agenda all gave attention to health as a micro-component of the development agenda. In other words, there is a nexus between good health and human development. 

Good health and well-being are central to human development and there is no doubt that health is crucial for sustainable human development (Dadzie, Martin-Yeboah and Tachie-Donkon, 2016). According to Nongo, Ezukwuoke & Adejoh, (2020), although, health is a difficult state to define but relates to self-defined perception of an individual and includes physical, mental, social and cultural factor. Unarguably, it must be acknowledged that health empowered citizen accesses information on clinical effectiveness in order to improve the quality of care and to stay well-informed on development in specialist areas of health needs. This no doubt will contribute to the success and attainment of effective healthcare.
 Effective health care essentially refers to care that is based on the use of systematically acquired evidence to determine whether an intervention produces better outcome than alternative including the alternative of doing nothing (Nwafor-Orizu, 2020). Nevertheless, in other to experience effective healthcare, involvement of medical library as a social institution becomes a necessity and medical library services can be provided at the micro-level in form of “Community Medical Library Services”.
Involving libraries in community-wide health literacy programs takes advantage of libraries position as a shared organization and community resource, while simultaneously increasing the value of libraries to other health organization and surrounding communities. The appearance of epidemics like Ebola and Covid-19, and also the high incidence and mortality rates of disease like influenza demonstrate the need for immediate, long-term and complementary public and private coordination and instrument for effective services delivery (Signe, 2021). Therefore, involving community libraries cannot be realistic without sustainable community engagement.

The role of medical libraries and librarians in providing health-related information to the ordinary citizen especially in Africa has expanded in recent years. According to Crowe and Heloury (2022), libraries of all types by their nature are closely engaged with their communities whether it is an academic campus municipality, health care organization, or corporation. Medical librarianship is rapidly evolving with rapid advancement in information technology (Nwafor-Orizu, 2020). Medical librarianship is one of the oldest specialization in the field of librarianship, as evidenced by the formation or the US Medical Library Association (MLA) in 1898. It is on this premise that this paper seeks to present a discourse on the realization of developmental agenda in Africa with emphasis on the imperativeness of community engagement and sustainable partnership approach. Specifically, the paper will highlight in the following:

1. examine the key concepts used in the paper such as: medical library, community engagement, community health development, health, etc.;
2. x-ray community engagement in the context of development agenda;

3. discuss the content and framework of 2030 agenda and AU 2063 development agenda within the context of African;

4. highlight on the rationalization for medical library participation in the development agenda;
5. provide justification for medical library participation in the developmental agenda drive in Africa;
6. Outline areas of community engagement that medical libraries can exploit towards driving the developmental agenda; and
7. Recommend strategies for effective and sustainable re-engineering of medical libraries.
1.2
Definition of Basic Key Concepts relating to the Paper

Several key concepts relating to this work will be explained under this section. These include -  medical library, community engagement, community health development, and health:
1.2.1
Medical Library 

Medical libraries are established to provide services and information resources to support and advance mission to patient care research and bio-medical education for health institutions (Umenwa, Agbo & Onyekweodiri, 2016)

The medical library belongs to the first group of special libraries which is the group that deals with special subject (Okeke, Eze, Eze & Asogwa, 2017). Medical libraries along with law libraries, news library, corporate libraries and museum libraries which are often refer to as information centres are classified as special libraries (Fabunmi, 2010). Functionally, medical librarians serve as professionals providing quality information for improved health through its advocacy and sensitization health information (Nongo, Ezukwnore & Adejoh, 2020).

According to Umenwa, Agbo and Onyekweodiri (2016), the medical libraries must never be a break on the medical profession, nor should it simply accompany the progress of health care. In other words, it should be identified with the leading edge of medical development always surprising the users by offering services consistently better than that which is expected. Medical library must be established and adequately equipped for the provision of medical-related information services with the support of the necessary agencies and social institutions. 
Medical libraries stand out as one of the most relevant information centres that could reform citizens with social ailment. In other words, the citizens must be encouraged to access the services of medical libraries (Ekere et al, 2019). The production and dissemination of health information by health institutions is not the exclusive reserve of doctors or health practitioners but also of their information system such as medical libraries, (Mngutyo, Agbo and Gbuushi, 2022). Medical information is dynamic and changes with changing research result (Nwafor-Onzu, 2020).  

1.2.2
Community Engagement 

Engagement is important as community values, belief and norms tend to influence views on risks and benefits of research, thus affecting independent decision making or the consent process (Zulu et al, 2019). Community engagement remains one of the most popular subjects in the realization of sound public health. Community engagement is not a new strategy in public health. It has played an important role in the field over the last century, or originating in traditional public health practices and evolving in response to changing population health issues and the need to develop additional strategies to address health-related issues (Morgan & Lifshay, 2006). Community involvement in health according to Mchunu (2009), plays an important role in rendering primary health care (PHC) services to the community. It is on this premise that government of different nations of the world pay ultimate attention to the health sector. In alignment to this, international organizations and specific agencies at the global level give due attention to this aspect of human existence.
Community engagement activities can take many forms and are usually described in terms of five level of engagement (from least to most engaged), information giving consultation joint decision making acting together, and supporting independent community interest (Wilcox, 1994 as cited in O’Mara-Eves et al, 2015). Zulu et al (2019) citing Tindana et al, explained the concept of engagement as to “building authentic partnership, including mutual respect and active, inclusive participation, power sharing and equity, mutual benefit or finding the “win-win” possibility in the collaborative initiative. 
Goulding (2009) citing Rogers and Robinson (2004), posit that community engagement encompasses a variety of approaches whereby public services bodies empower citizen to consider and express their views on how their particular needs are best met. These to them may range from encouraging people to have a say on setting priorities for community safety. 
Community engagement therefore is a key function of dynamic partnership geared towards common goals. In the context of this paper, community engagement is therefore, the ability, capacity and willingness of individuals to work collectively towards realizing developmental agencies.
1.2.3
Community Health and Development
Community is a collection of people who interact with one another and whose common interest or characteristics gives them a sense of unity and belongings (Mengistu & Misganawu, 2006). Community can be conceptualized in different ways including a systems perspective, social perspective, virtual perspective and individual perspective (Moloughney, 2012). Community health refers to the health states of a defined group of people and the actions and conditions both private and public  (governmental ), to  promote, protect and preserve their health (Mckenzie, Pinger & Kotecki, 2005). In other words, community health encompasses nonclinical approaches for improving health, preventing disease and reducing health disparities by addressing social behavioral environmental economic and medical social determinants or health in a geographically defined population. 

Community development is a continuous process aimed at improving the quality of life or the community. In other words, it is about continual improvement by the people themselves to bring about change in their lives. Community development therefore is a process that leads to change in many aspects of community living which include social, economic, and cultural as environmental (Saul & Abu-Samah, 2010). Community development is an area which cut across other areas in the agency (government) and community development. Community development encompasses a wide range of discipline. Nevertheless, community development is an offshoot of community capacity development.
Community capacity building is not an evolutionary process but rather it can be planned to achieve effective community development goal (Saul and Abu-Samah, 2010). Community participation in health programmes generates a sense that health and decision-making is community-owned and the personal experiences of the citizen become integral to the formulation of policy (Wright, Parry & Mathers, 2005 as cited in Mchunu, 2009). 

1.2.4
Health 

Health is not just regarded as lack of disease, it involves physical psychological, and social well-being (Hodges, 2022). Mckenzie, Pinger and Kotecki (2005) defines health as a dynamic state or condition that is multidimensional in nature and result from a person’s adaptation to his or her environment. They further see it as resource for living and exist in varying degrees. Mengistu and Misganawu (2006) citing Ilhch (1975) and Prody & Sobe (1998) affirmed that health designates the ability to adopt to changing environment to growing up and to aging, to healing when damaged, to suffering and to peaceful expectation of death; furthermore, it is the ability of a system (e.g., cell, organisms, family, society) to respond adaptatively to a wide variety of environmental challenges. Good health provides a sound basis for the production of efficient and effective manpower for nation-building. The nation’s good health however, cannot be attained within the provision of hospital and other medical facilities mummed by sufficient and adequately trained professional personnel
Public health intervention using community engagement strategies for disadvantaged groups are effective in terms of health behaviors health consequences, and health behavior self-efficacy and perceived social support (O’mara-Eves et al, 2015). Public health according to Hodges (2022) is the science of protecting and improving the health of people and communities through education, policymaking, and research. According to Mangistu and Misganawu (2006), each person has a personal perception of health. Some people describe their state of health as a good even though they may actually have one or more diagnosed illness.
2.0
Community Engagement in the Context of Developmental Agenda 

Community engagement simple refer to the opportunity, capacity and willingness of individuals to work collectively to shape public life. Community engagement involves dynamic relationship and dialogue between community members and local health department staff, with varying degree of community and health department involvement decision-making and control (Morgan, Lifshary, 2006). According to CTSA (2008), Community engagement can be difficult to define clearly, however, at its heart it is the intersection of the complementary effort of members of the lay community, community non-profit organization, health practitioners, medical and public health researcher to improve health. 

Also, O’Mara-Eves et al (2015) citing Wallerstern & Duran (2006), Rifkin, Lewando-Hundt, Draper (2000) averred that community engagement has been advocated as potentially useful strategy to reduce health inequalities. In this context, health inequalities are evident where disadvantaged groups (e.g., people with low socio-economic status, socially excluded people). Mchunu (2009) citing Dennil et al (2002) asserted that community participation and involvement refers to a shift in the emphasis from external agencies supplying the health information services to the people of a community becoming active participant in their own health care. Mchunu (2009) further cited Dennil, King & Swanepoel, (2002) and Laverack (2007) by outlining the basic characteristic of the concept of community participation are as: 

· Participation  must be active; 

· People must have the right and responsibility to exercise power over decisions that affect their lives; and 

· There must be mechanisms available to allow the implementation of the decisions made by the community

No doubt, effective community participation in development agenda will lead to overall realization of developmental agenda.
3.0
Understanding the Content and Framework of 2030 agenda and AU 2063 Development Agenda
Presently, the entire globe and Africa is under the wave of development agenda tagged “agenda 2030” and “AU agenda 2063” respectively. The agenda 2030 is popularly known as sustainable development goals and it is global in perspectives; while the AU Agenda of 2063 is African oriented. One of the key targets of these agenda is health, which can be used as instrument of making the Africa and the world at large a better place.
3.1
The African Context 

Many African countries have been working to scale their infrastructure and institutional systems to better address persistent health care challenges (Signe, 2021). According to Signe (2021), past investment in health care have contributed to the overall improvement of health outcome in recent decades in Africa, but the persistent high incidence and mortality rates of infection and communicable disease reveal that there is still  more to be done. 

The Africa context will be explained using the narratives of few African countries for instance Haruna, Mtoroki, Gerendasy and Detlesen (2016) observed that the nation of Tanzania has begun implementing health sector reforms to improve equitable access to health information and to improve the quality of information received by all user communities. In their view, the need for timely and quality filtered information in healthcare is universal. Okeke, Eze, Eze and Asogwa (2017) having observed the status of medical  libraries in Nigeria which may not differ from other Africa country averred that medical libraries need to measure up to the standard of those in the advanced countries of Europe and America to be able to provide adequately for their user who are medical personnel at different levels.  In Nigeria, Fabunmi (2010) pointed out that healthy medical libraries which are sine qua non to breeding healthy citizenry are in not-too-good condition and that the medical libraries therefore need urgent resuscitation of the health information needs of the citizenry must be satisfied for healthy living. As acknowledged by Signe (2021) although Africa’s health outcomes continent still lags far behind other world regions, including other developing ones across a range of indicators.
3.2
Agenda 2030


Agenda 2030 is another name for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) fashioned and launched by the United Nations (UN) in September, 2015. The SDGs or Agenda 2030 represents a global response to the inability to meet the targets set for the now rested Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). According to a statement credited to the UN, Agenda 2030 is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity (United Nations, 2014).  To ensure a more comprehensive approach, a total of seventeen (17) SDGs were identified - each of which has specific targets and timelines. Further analysis revealed that Agenda 2030 is anchored on the SDGs. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are seventeen goals that shows the eagerness by the governments globally to eradicate poverty and hunger and to provide quality education, good health, gender inequality, good jobs and economic growth and partnerships among international communities.
3.3 African Union Agenda 2063
The Agenda 2063 also called “the Africa we want” was adopted on 26th May, 2013 at the 50th anniversary of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) now African Union (AU). The agenda is “a shared strategic framework for inclusive growth and sustainable development for Africa’s transformation over the next 50 years’ (African Union Commission, 2014). The agenda is based on Africans shared values and a common destiny and focuses on these eight key areas: African identity and renaissance, decolonization and the right to self-determination, unity and integration, socio-economic development, peace and security, democratic governance, African’s destiny and African place in the world (Udah, 2014).

The guiding vision for Agenda, 2063 is the AU Vision of “an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in international arena. The fundamental philosophy behind the 2063 agenda is that by 2063, Africa is expected to catch up with the rest of the world in technology and infrastructure in size and quality. Also by 2063, it is expected that opportunity will abound to end the horror of illegal migrations of African youth in search of greener pastures elsewhere.

Agenda 2063 represents a transformation vision of the Africa Union (AU) to achieve integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the global arena (AUC). In summary, African Union agenda 2063 is focused on ensuring that by the year 2063, Africa as a continent has become a better place to live.

4.0
Rationalization for Medical Libraries Participation in the Developmental Agenda 

There are so many reasons why medical libraries should participate in the developmental agenda. Unarguably, good health is an important pre-requisite for the development of any society. Also, nations of the world thus endeavor to put in place strategies that can sustain a healthy population as a means to enabling progress and development (Popoola, 2019). Moreover, a healthy society is essential for stability and economic improvement; indeed improved health outcomes lead increased productivity and of course greater life expectancy (Signe, 2021). Therefore, without a healthy society, there will be no development.
According to Signe (2021), health care access in Africa is heavily dependent on assistance from international donors and aid agencies, along with out-of-pocket payment for services, which places significant strain on low income households. On this premise, if librarians participate effectively in the agenda and contribute positively to the realization of the agenda, it will dramatically reduce cost aside heavy impact on the health and psychological state of African citizen. As put forward by O’Mara Eves et al (2015), there is solid evidence that community engagement intervention have a positive impact on a range of health and psychological outcomes across condition. Moreover, lack of real time information can be community health vulnerability, circumventing this problem through a trusted library sources can help overcome this vulnerability (Hodges, 2022). 

The need for the health programming and health literacy has entered the public conversation and many libraries are considering or reconsidering their roles as steward of information (Patil, 2020). In line with this, Nwafor-Orizu (2020), affirmed that all necessary steps required for continuing on the road of change and advancement must be taken by information managers who are the librarians and users who are the health professionals. 
Health stakeholders, community developer can serve as both a disruptive and a constructive force in effort to drive improvement in the health care system ability to address and improve quality healthcare (Fazili, 2017). Improved health leads to longer life expectancy, better educational performance, increased savings and investment, decreased debt and health-care expenditure, and increased productivity (Signe, 2021). Moreover, ensuring that the public has ready access to accurate and  understandable health information and that health care institution and public health agency make themselves understandable to those they serve are never ending challenge (Whitney, Keselman & Humphreys, 2017). According to Nwafor-Orizu (2020), it has been observed that medical information is constantly changing for example, what was an accepted therapy last month may not be the best therapy today or the coming years. This therefore calls for consistent update on health related information services being provided by medical libraries. As noted by Crowe and Helouvry (2022), many libraries go beyond their core mission and carryout outreach to additional constituencies, often by partnering with outside organizations and institutions. These collaborations in their view contribute important services and resources that frequently assist underserved populations. According to Saul and Abu-Samah (2010), empowered community is a healthy community; this is because they have the initiative and passion to take responsibilities ownership and mastery over their lives.

According to Ekere, Eze, Benson and Ebobo (2019), library and information practitioners can contribute significantly to the provision of health information services through sustainable partnership with health workers. Furthermore, Ekere et al (2019) citing Ezema (2016) affirmed that rural areas suffered from inadequate information access with major contributors to this deficit being high levels of poverty, irregular power supply and in turns, inadequate electronize communicative access internet (Ezema, 2016). Mngntyo, Agbo & Gbuushi (2022) posit that consequently the use of internet or online health information by people in developing countries is often on general health issues rather them or peculiar issues that affects them thus preventing communities from developing healthy lifestyle. No wonder, Tambo et al (2016), affirmed that the importance of international, multilateral cooperation for health and disease prevention and control has been recognized as vital approach and instrument in global health agenda. 

5.0
Justification for Medical Library Participation in the Developmental Agenda Drive in Africa

Health is an integral component of developmental agenda. This is because access to quality health information and health-related services engenders development locally, nationally, regionally and internationally. Increased health care costs and demand have accelerated the need for resource-saving approaches that improve access to and delivery of primary care services. As pointed out by Okoro and Mbagwu in Okeke et al (2017), “good health care depends upon the existence of good communication and information network, hence the establishment of medical libraries. Undoubtedly, Fabunmi (2010), linked functional and healthy medical libraries to the satisfaction of information needs and consequently to the healthy living and well-being of the people. In the same vein, Nongo, Ezukwuoke and Adejoh (2020) opined that health information is vital to improving human health and care. Therefore, medical libraries are expected to play essential non-partisan roles in providing health information that allows users to make informed decision. Medical libraries can also play a critical role in medical education and provide a balanced perspective on medical issues 


A close look at contemporary society according to Haruna, Mtoroki, Gerendasy and  Detlefsen (2016), shows that the overwhelming amount of health information and the absence of time and expertise on the part of physicians and other health professionals to find, assess, and apply health  information in their daily decision making, have created and opportunity for information science specialized to play a major role in health information services. Okeke, Eze, Eze and Asogwa (2017) having examined the status of medical library resources and services  with reference to teaching hospitals in Enugu state Nigeria  suggested the need for medical libraries to engage in more collaborative activities to pull their resources together so as to improve their resources and services for better healthcare services in the area. This therefore is a pointer to the place of medical libraries in community development. Medical libraries can facilitate online access to health information among vulnerable and underserved populations through blogs, etc. Also, this can help patrons or consumers recognize the need for health information by identifying problem associated with lack of relevant information for guiding good health decision and achieving desired health outcomes (Nongo, Ezukuoke & Adejoh, 2020). According to Hossain, Bhuya, Khan & Uhaa, (2004), the success of public health interventions is thought to be due to the shift in focus from a hospital based primary healthcare system during the past few decades. Hence, designing participation process cannot be just confined to the health sector when we think about the social determinant of health; most of them are outside the direct control of the health sector. Participation processes must be multi-sector and designed to open up meaningful discussion across a range of sector (Efuntoye, 2015). Therefore, engaging medical libraries in commonly health development ensures that health related information services are tailored to meet the need of users.
6.0
Areas of Community Engagement that Medical Libraries can exploit towards driving the Developmental Agenda

There are several sustainable partnership option available to medical libraries in Africa. These sustainable options can be harnessed by medical libraries. There are so many option that medical libraries cum librarians can exploit for realization of development agenda in Africa in relation to health. Medical libraries can exploit several community engagement initiatives as strategic approach for driving developmental agenda. Among these are:
a. Partnership with community: According to Sentelio, Kramich and Maiteuili (2018) librarians must work with the community rooting their work and decision in what matters to people so that work is more relevant and has greater impact.

b. Partnership with community health workers: As noted by Hartzler (2018), community health workers have potential to enhance primary care access and quality but remain underutilized. Community involvement in health is a contribution of community members to health by fulfilling givers responsibilities which have been broaden or narrowed from a situation to another or from a country to another (Efuntoye, 2015).
c. Community capacity building: as noted by Saul and Abu-Samah (2010), capacity can be referred to as “the doing abilities or power to make things happen to them, community capacity is the outcome of a dynamic interactive process of knowledge, attitude skill and practices of the community development enterprise. Community capacity building is a community driven endeavor aimed at improving their living conditions, economically and socially by enhancing and exercising their personal group or community capabilities. Community capacity building can act as a bridge to provide the balance between process and action in community development programmes. Community capacity building is about creating a healthy community. Healthy community in a broad sense is a self-reliant community, reactive and proactive community, knowledgeable confident and responsive community (Sail and Abu- Samah, 2010).
7.0 
Conclusion and Recommendation

The paper focused on realization of developmental agenda in Africa with emphasis on the imperativeness of community engagement and sustainable partnership approach. A critical examination of the health component of developmental agenda shows that medical libraries have a special role to play toward the full realization of the agenda. Medical libraries cum librarians have to use their position and knowledge of information management in ensuring that attainment of quality health is feasible in African continent. No doubt, health cum medical librarians can make themselves indispensable elements for the realization of the developmental agenda. Medical librarians therefore, should be proactive and pragmatic in aligning with the 2030 agenda and AU 2063 development agenda in the area of health. The paper identified and specified areas of community engagement that medical libraries can exploit towards driving developmental agenda and these include partnership with community health workers, community capacity building and partnership with community. There is no doubt that medical librarianship can take its place in the overall scheme of developmental agenda by taking priority in providing health-related information services that can promote quality health for African citizens. However, the bottom-line is that if medical libraries are to contribute significantly to health as part of developmental agenda, then there is need to map out a new path for medical librarianship in line with global best practices. In view of the discoveries made, the followings are hereby recommended:

· Repositioning of medical libraries in Africa: Medical libraries should be repositioned to meet the demands in contemporary society thereby contributing to the realization of development plan.  One of the ways through which medical libraries should be repositioned is through marketing. According to Umenwu, Agbo and Onyekweodiri (2016), medical libraries as a matter of urgency should make plans to market the library services through poster, fliers, bookmarks etc., thereby bringing to the knowledge of current and prospective users the services and resources available in the libraries. 

· Establishment of community health and literacy center: there is need to establish community health literacy center that will play significant role in promoting health literacy thereby contributing to the realization of development agenda.

· Use of train-the-trainer programs: According to Whitney, Keselman and Humphrey (2017), train-the-trainee models can be particularly effective in providing health information outreached to special populations that may suffer from health disparities and that require different approaches to satisfy different health information needs. 

· Collaboration and Networks: medical libraries may collaborate with local organization to share techniques for services delivery and expand on a larger scale, especially in rural and remote areas. 

· Training and retraining: as noted by Saul and Abu-Samah (2010), health professionals as change agents need to be equipped with not only the medical knowledge but also with community capacity building skills.

· Possession of appropriate knowledge: if medical librarians must contribute to the realization of development agenda, then possession of appropriate knowledge is a must. Medical librarians must possess the requisite and appropriate knowledge and skills needed to provide quality health information services in a timely and accurate manner. 
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