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Abstract
This study examines the impact of information resources utilization on academic performance among postgraduate students in National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) study centers in North Central Nigeria. A descriptive survey design was employed, with a sample of 1025 postgraduate students. Data were collected through questionnaires and analyzed using mean scores. Results reveal that students derive high satisfaction from utilizing textbooks/monographs, databases, and digital libraries. Furthermore, information resources utilization significantly enhances academic performance by facilitating exploration, discovery, and relaxation. The study recommends enhancing computer access, organization of resources, staff training, library instruction, and current awareness services to optimize information resources utilization. The findings contribute to the understanding of information resources utilization and its influence on academic performance, highlighting implications for library development and academic policy in open-distance learning institutions.
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Utilization of information resources is the extent to which the available information resources are used by the students for the purpose of satisfying their information needs in their quest to undertake research and other academic activities. Utilization of information resources has great influence on the students. Thus, Influence of utilization of information resources refers to the impact the information resources have on the academic performance of postgraduate students upon usage. George (2011) sums it up that, information resources launches students on a journey of learning in and out of the class, exploration and discovery, teaching them how to ask questions and find answers. And the wonderful thing is that once you learn to use information resources, the doors to learning are open to you throughout your life. Information resources, makes a difference to students’ understanding and achievement and provide support for teaching and learning. George (2011), maintain that information resources exist as places for learners to find information, sources, services, and instruction. They are central to learning and plays a key role, they assist the students in solving assignments, writing of term papers, examinations, tests, encouraging innovation, curiosity, problem solving, and as a catalyst for literacy and reading and for teaching and scaffolding inquiry learning. Information resources influence postgraduate students to achieve their goals, and whatever needs may be. Tofi (2019), stress that information resources help students find information, stay organized, and provide support to deal with personal concerns or issues and make them better learners.
The importance of information resources to post graduate students in their academic performance is very crucial as they provide the most up-to-date and current information in their areas of specialty. They support and supplement school subjects and provide information on topics not well covered in the lectures. Information resources help students to weigh different viewpoints and so arrive at sound opinion. Information resources provide to the students accurate information quickly and in depth particularly on topics of current concern, stimulate the growth of new interest and hobbies in areas like sport. They complement books and lectures because of the information they supply. Information resources represent an important source of research, graduate studies and knowledge for all categories of users.  Information resources come from academic, religious, cultural, political, social environmental and entertainment issues. They also help to disseminate and exchange information between authors and readers. By this, new knowledge becomes available for further research. Information resources utilization have a great influence on postgraduate students  academic performance and are therefore essential for research as they contain immense information on all areas. Aina in Egbe –Nwiyia (2011) pointed out that information resources are particularly as a means of keeping students, teachers and researchers up-to-date in their field. In any university library, information resources provision is a primary function thus; they are highly valued in great demand by students and lecturers alike and utilized by all. Gadsby in Egbe –Nwiyia (2011) defines utilization as, making use of something for a particular purpose. Information resources utilization is a way post graduate students make use of available information resources in their academic research. The concern of this study is to examine the influence of utilization of information resources on post graduate academic performance in study centers of national Open University of Nigeria. Attenberg in Egbe –Nwiyia (2011) defines a post graduate student as one who engages in advanced academic studies after graduation from high school or college pertaining to such student or studies. Post graduate students are being considered as special people who need varying information resources most in their research work due to their maturity in area of specialty. Most post graduate students are already in academic institutions, so for this notion, they need current information not only to accomplished the task of their projects but also for article publications and growth. Information resources are the most important vehicles of new ideas, knowledge and breakthrough in scientific development for this group of students. Information resources are very important and enhance academic performance among post graduate students who are pursuing their masters and doctoral studies in diverse areas.
Academic performance generally, refers to how well a post graduate student is accomplishing his or her tasks and studies, but there are a number of factors that determine the level and quality of student’s academic performance. These factors are grades and attendance. Grades according to Sharmol in Babadoko, Alhassan and Oyedum (2018) are ‘the most well-known indicator of academic performance. Grades are the student’s score for their classes and overall tenure. Grades are most often a tally or average of assignment and test scores and may often be affected by factors such as attendance’. Grading scales varies in universities. Common scales include a percentage from 1-100, lettering systems from A-F, and grade point average (GPA) from 0-4.0 or above. Therefore, it will be difficult for a student to perform well in class if the student doesn’t utilize information resources. Academic performance according to the Cambridge University Reporter in Ogun (2014) is frequently defined in terms of examination performance. In this study academic performance will be characterized by performance in tests, in course work, performance in examinations and research of post graduate students of National Open University of Nigeria. 
The National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) was established and backed up with the National Open University Act of 1983. The Act was reactivated in 2001 and twenty-seven study centres were opened up in different parts of the country. The centres were to run distance education programmes for learners scattered in various geographical distances. The Open/Distance education is an innovation in the Nigerian Educational System. It was introduced to make education accessible to all at undergraduate and postgraduate degree levels. It is a learning programme in which the learners are removed in time and space from the teachers. Makinde as cited in Nwanna, Egbe and Ugwuda (2017) defined it as the type of correspondence education in which the teacher is at a distance from the learners who include: those who live in geographically isolated areas, shift workers, physically and socially handicapped e.g prisoners, refugees/victims of natural disasters; and those who are too old to return to the formal school system. The Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2014) in the National Policy on Education caps it all as follows: (a) Open/Distance education is the mode of teaching in which learners are removed in time and space from the teachers; (b) It uses a variety of media and technologies to provide and/or improve access to good quality education for large number of learners wherever they may be. The government has been making efforts for advancement in the field of distance education to ensure that the objectives of distance education which includes learning for those who dropped out and want to re-enter school are achieved.  The NOUN centres under study are those in North central Nigeria. They include: the study centres in Plateau, Benue, Abuja, Kwara, Kogi, Niger and Nassarawa states
Statement of the Problem
Information resources are the starting point of any kind of academic activity to be carried out by postgraduate students, be it lectures exams, seminar or project. In view of the importance of information resources, NOUN libraries under study spent substantial amount of money to make the resources available for use by postgraduate students of the institutions. The implication is that postgraduate students of the institutions are expected to be making judicious use of the resources for their academic work so that they will be exposed to a wide number of information sources that will boost their academic performance. However, the NOUN libraries are almost always desolate, giving the impression that the postgraduate students do not utilize information resources for their academic work and do not know the influence of valuable information resources provided in the library. If nothing is done to find out whether postgraduate students know the influence of information resources utilization on their academic performance, the library may be spending money acquiring the resources and the postgraduate students may be suffering in silence while their research may be shallow and this may lead to non-achievement of their educational outcomes. The questions now are: are the students satisfied with the information resources available to them?  Do they know the influence of utilizing information resources on their academic performance?  These are the questions that need urgent investigation.
Purpose of the Study
The main objective of the study is to determine the influence of information resources utilization on the academic performance of post graduate students in NOUN. The specific objectives are to:
1. determine the satisfaction derived from the utilization of the information resources
1.  find out the influence of information resources utilization on postgraduate students’ academic performance in NOUN.
Research Questions
	The following questions have been stated to serve as a guide to the study.
1. what level of satisfaction do you receive from the utilization of the information resources?
1. what is the influence of information resources utilization on postgraduate students academic performance in NOUN?
Scope of the Study
This study is limited to postgraduate students of NOUN study centers in North Central  geographical zone of Nigeria. North Central is made of Benue, Plateau, Federal Capital Territory, Nassarawa, Kogi, Kwara and Niger State. Specifically, the study covered the influence of utilization of information resources on postgraduate students’ academic performance in study centers of NOUN. 
Literature Review
Academic Performance
Academic performance according to Yousef (2011) is the extent to which a student, teacher, or institution, has achieved their short or long-term educational goals. Academic performance can be commonly measured or ascertained through examinations or continuous assessments, hence cumulative grade point average (GPA) and completion of educational degrees such as high school and bachelor’s degrees represent academic achievements. The author concludes that there is no general agreement on how best to evaluate academic performance or which aspects are more important. Similarly, Ali (2013) posits that academic achievement represents performance outcomes that indicate the extent to which a person has accomplished specific goals that were the focus of activities in instructional environment, specifically in schools, colleges, and universities. In view of the foregoing views, academic performance should be considered to be a multi-faceted construct that comprises different domains of learning. Because academic achievement is very wide-ranging and covers a broad variety of educational outcomes, the definition of academic performance depends on the indicators used to measure it. 
Among the many criteria that indicate academic performance, there are very general indicators which are: procedural knowledge such as skills; and declarative knowledge such as facts acquired in an educational system; more curricular based criteria such as grades or performances on an educational achievement test; and cumulative indicators and certificates. All that these criteria have in common is that they present intellectual endeavors and thus, more or less mirror the intellectual capacity of a person. According to Kleijn, Ploeg, and Topman in Ijantiku (2018), academic Performance is dependent upon how well the student manages their course load described in their curriculum. Academic performance is commonly measured by examinations or continuous assessment. The academic performance of a student in any semester is measured with the Grade Point Average (G.P.A). Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) is the measure of students overall academic performance at any given point in his programme. CGPA is an up-to-date weighted mean of grade points, where the weights are the course credit units (Nnamdi Azikiwe University Academic Programme, 2010).
Influence of Information Resources Utilization
Influence of utilization of information resources refers to the impact the information resources have on the academic performance of postgraduate students upon usage. George ( 2011) sums it up that a information resources expose students on a journey of exploration and discovery, teaching them how to ask questions and find answers. And the wonderful thing is that once you learn to use information resources, the doors to learning are open to you throughout your life.  Valenza and Johnston as cited in Ogu (2014), maintain that information resources exist for learners to find information, resources, services, and instruction. Information resources play a key role for encouraging innovation, curiosity, problem solving, and as a catalyst for literacy and reading and for teaching and scaffolding inquiry learning. Information resources help postgraduate students achieve their their aims. On the same issue of information resources influence on students' achievement, George (2011), stress that information resources help students find information, stay organized, and provide support to deal with personal concerns or issues and make them better learners. Information resources play an important role in lowering achievement gaps and supporting at-risk students on their pathways to graduation. They provide both academic and social supports by helping at-risk students raise their grades and perform well on assignments, and they motivate students with strategies to continue learning and improving after the school day. Information resources provide the destination where students feel the information hub for themselves. Information resources provide information in diverse and systematically for students.
 Postgraduate students make use of information resources for different purposes. While some students use it for reading and building up their notes and personal books, others use information resources to do assignments. They read information resources to prepare for examinations, for recreation and relaxation. Ogunbote and Odunewu as cited in George (2011) state that the performance of students could be improved considerably if they use information resources regularly. Information resources help students to discover and develop their abilities and talents as well as improving their reading and study skills for academic achievement.
The technique for assessing the influence and viability of information sources is through user satisfaction. Therefore, the various factors which lead to the satisfaction of information resources by the users are summed up by George (2011) to include: availability of current information resources brings about satisfaction in the users, organization of the information resources should be clear to the users, the resources should be accessible easily. In the library, staff must be proactive and friendly with library users, the outlook of the library, facilities, staff, and services should be appealing and encouraging. Bitagi and Udoudoh (2013) opined that the availability of all types and forms of information resources in academic libraries is profoundly basic if these libraries are to maintain use needs in their respective institutions. 
Information resources availability facilitates the ability of tertiary institution libraries to give adequate service to their users. This is probably why Popoola in Batigi (2013) asserted that the services and information resources in the institutional libraries must be capable for supporting research exercises among staff and students. Any library that procures the required resource will hold its users and as such has better view of its services by them (Hlison and Aina 2012). To this end, the inception of service quality strategy started as an instrument to gauge service quality.  The procurement of standard resources is one of the essential human privileges of each library client. In the library’s view, Rasul and Shau (2011) acknowledged that quality might be perceived by the library users when there is smooth conveyance and absence of mistake in service. 
The Association of College and Research Library (2011) maintained that quality materials constitute one of the instruments required for the improvement of educational standard. In particular, the association distinguished that in academic libraries, measures were designed to guide library managers on the most effective method to progress and manage their parts as partners in instructing clientele, accomplishing their aims and sit their libraries right in the consistent improvement of their services. The idea of satisfying clients has developed to incorporate a more extensive spotlight on the clients' point of view of the library. According to Filiz as cited in Batigi (2014) 'satisfaction is an essential element of quality service in a library'. Its evaluation gives a vital input to libraries for survey and enhances their services to clients. Filiz in Batigi (2013) further stated that: The standard of a library relies on the advantages users get from it. The presence of a library will be questioned when users start searching for different options for information resources. One approach to show value is by giving services of high standard. 
Methodology

 A descriptive survey design was used for the study with a population of 1025 postgraduate students of NOUN study centres in North central Nigeria. The instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaires. The accidental sampling technique was used in administering the questionnaire whereby, any member of the population that was available at the time of the distribution of the questionnaire was chosen. This is in line with Nworgu (2016) who states that, a researcher may decide to use only elements within his reach. Data for the research was analyzed in line with the research questions that guided the study. Data was analysed using mean scores and standard deviation. 

Analysis and Interpretation
A total of 1025 copies of the questionnaire were administered to post graduate students and 1008 copies of the questionnaire were returned for analyses. This implied that 98% of the questionnaires distributed were returned. This means there was 2% attrition rate. 
Analysis of Research Questions
This section presented analysis and interpretation of data to answer the six research questions posited in the study.
Table 1: Level of satisfaction derived from the use of different information resources
	Level of satisfaction derived from the use of different information resources 
	N
	VHE
	HE
	NH/NLE
	LE
	NE
	Mean
	SD
	Rmks

	Fiction Information Resources 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poems 
	1008
	234
	245
	78
	109
	342
	3.08
	3.01
	UD

	Storybooks 
	1008
	198
	234
	4
	221
	351
	2.41
	3.31
	D

	Play books 
	1008
	18
	341
	5
	203
	441
	3.70
	3.45
	A

	Novels 
	1008
	25
	201
	52
	301
	429
	1.10
	3.95
	SD

	Non – fiction Information Resources 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Textbooks / monographs 
	1008
	3
	56
	3
	367
	579
	4.45
	4.00
	SA

	Treatise 
	1008
	45
	159
	14
	468
	322
	3.86
	3.52
	A

	Reference Information Resources 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Directories 
	1008
	233
	321
	1
	32
	421
	3.09
	3.06
	UD

	Encyclopedias 
	1008
	32
	340
	0
	275
	361
	3.59
	3.33
	A

	Digest
	1008
	25
	201
	52
	301
	429
	3.90
	3.58
	A

	Dictionaries  
	1008
	198
	234
	4
	221
	351
	3.29
	3.18
	UD

	Bibliographies 
	1008
	72
	844
	7
	27
	58
	2.16
	1.79
	D

	Decrees 
	1008
	198
	224
	13
	221
	352
	3.30
	3.18
	UD

	Statutes 
	1008
	25
	201
	52
	301
	429
	3.90
	3.58
	A

	Maps/ Atlas 
	1008
	192
	224
	8
	231
	353
	3.33
	3.20
	UD

	Guides 
	1008
	197
	213
	10
	226
	362
	3.34
	3.22
	UD

	Abstract / Indexes
	1008
	32
	340
	7
	268
	361
	3.58
	3.33
	A

	Indexes 
	1008
	20
	201
	32
	329
	427
	3.94
	3.60
	A

	Search / finding tools 
	1008
	22
	201
	31
	328
	426
	3.93
	3.60
	A

	Handbooks / manuals 
	1008
	25
	201
	52
	301
	429
	3.90
	3.58
	A

	Government publications 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gazettes 
	1008
	72
	844
	7
	27
	58
	2.16
	1.79
	D

	 Reports 
	1008
	20
	201
	32
	329
	427
	3.94
	1.55
	A

	Presidential / Executive Proclamations 
	1008
	198
	224
	13
	221
	352
	3.30
	3.18
	UD

	National policies 
	1008
	32
	340
	0
	275
	361
	3.59
	3.33
	A

	Judicial publications
	1008
	32
	340
	6
	269
	361
	3.58
	3.33
	A

	Grey Literature 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dissertations / thesis/projects
	1008
	25
	201
	52
	301
	429
	3.90
	3.58
	A

	Conferences/workshops / seminar papers 
	1008
	20
	201
	31
	329
	427
	3.93
	3.60
	A

	Serials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Newspapers / magazines 
	1008
	4
	321
	4
	435
	244
	3.59
	3.27
	A

	Journals 
	1008
	1
	201
	2
	365
	439
	4.03
	3.67
	A

	Review publications 
	1008
	7
	299
	42
	231
	429
	3.77
	3.71
	A

	AV/ICT/e-Resources 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C.D-ROM / DVD – ROM
	1008
	46
	408
	6
	119
	429
	3.47
	3.28
	A

	Databases
	1008
	0
	104
	38
	387
	479
	4.23
	3.81
	SA

	Library based software
	1008
	32
	340
	6
	269
	361
	3.58
	3.33
	A

	Local Area Network (LAN)
	1008
	103
	121
	48
	327
	409
	3.81
	3.54
	A

	Wide Area Network (WAN)
	1008
	4
	141
	3
	429
	431
	4.13
	3.74
	A

	Wireless Internet Access 
	1008
	8
	142
	38
	391
	429
	4.08
	3.70
	A

	Printer
	1008
	32
	302
	48
	197
	429
	3.68
	3.43
	A

	Photocopying machine
	1008
	59
	243
	45
	232
	429
	3.72
	3.47
	A

	Machine readable catalogue (MARC)
	1008
	87
	185
	4
	303
	429
	3.80
	3.54
	A

	Online public access catalogue (OPAC)
	1008
	81
	261
	34
	234
	398
	3.60
	3.38
	A

	E-books 
	1008
	
	301
	1
	297
	409
	3.81
	3.50
	A

	E-journals 
	1008
	3
	221
	2
	321
	461
	4.01
	3.66
	A

	Digital library  
	1008
	41
	101
	28
	366
	472
	4.12
	3.75
	A

	University Bookshop 
	1008
	4
	210
	45
	311
	438
	3.96
	3.62
	A

	Oral information sources 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	References queries 
	1008
	35
	421
	42
	431
	79
	3.10
	2.79
	UD

	Communication with colleagues / lecturers
	1008
	0
	128
	47
	404
	429
	4.13
	3.72
	A


Source: Survey, 2023










Table 1 above presents the Level of satisfaction derived from the use of different information resources by the postgraduate students. The responses indicates that; textbooks/monographs had a  mean score of (  4.45), followed by databases(  4.23), wide area network ( 4.13) communication with colleagues(  4.13) digital library(4.12), wireless internet access (4.08), journals ( 4.03), e-journals ( 4.01) indexes, reports, conferences/workshops/seminar papers and university workshop ( 3.84) respectively among other rankings. The students disagreed on the use of reports and bibliographies with a mean score of ( 1.72 )which ranked the least.

Table 2: Influence of information resources utilization
	Influence of information resources utilization 
	N
	VHE
	HE
	NH/NLE
	LE
	NE
	Mean
	SD
	Rmks

	It enhances self-exploration and discovery
	1008
	17
	90
	59
	745
	97
	3.81
	3.37
	A

	It teaches how to ask and answer questions
	1008
	67
	83
	24
	802
	32
	3.64
	3.24
	A

	Information resources opens new doors of learning
	1008
	9
	11
	
	4
	984
	4.93
	4.43
	SA

	They help to find information source, services and instructions
	1008
	41
	651
	52
	189
	75
	2.61
	2.31
	D

	They help students stay organized 
	1008
	72
	844
	7
	58
	27
	2.13
	1.72
	D

	They provide academic support by helping students perform well on assignments and exams, term papers etc.
	1008
	30
	72
	32
	848
	26
	3.76
	3.31
	A

	They provide strategies for learning and improving after the school day
	1008
	50
	98
	49
	788
	23
	3.63
	3.17
	A

	Information resources provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students
	1008
	
	
	8
	200
	800
	4.79
	4.28
	SA

	It provides relaxation and recreation purposes
	1008
	45
	121
	23
	613
	206
	3.81
	3.43
	A

	It helps in improving reading and study skills
	1008
	112
	624
	57
	178
	37
	2.41
	2.10
	D


Source: Survey, 2023








Table 2 above presented results on the influence of information resources utilization on academic performance of the students. The result indicated that; Information resources opens new doors of learning ( 4.93) Information resources provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students( 4.79 )It provides relaxation and recreation purposes ( 3.81) It enhances self-exploration and discovery ( 3.81) Information resources provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students ( 3.76 )It teaches how to ask and answer questions( 3.64 )They provide strategies for learning and improving after the school day ( 3.63) among other ranking score.
 Discussion of Findings
The findings of this study revealed that Postgraduate students to a high extent are satifisfied with utilizing textbooks/monographs, databases; wide area networks and communication with colleagues, digital library among others were recorded in the NOUN Libraries in North central Nigeria. This study is in line with Olorufemi (2018) who states that, research has shown that information resources are utilized in university libraries. Sowole and Onifade in Olorunfemi (2018) supported this when they proclaimed that the most satisfying information sources are textbooks and the dictionary and Postgraduate students make extensive use of such materials as indexes, guides, abstracts, catalogues, and bibliographies in locating required information (Ogu, 2014). Students also consult colleagues and staff of the library for assistance to locate needed materials, and library staff are very helpful to the postgraduate students as they compile bibliographies for users and provide adequate orientation for them. High level of satisfaction with the utilization of information resources by the students is an attribute of the availability of desired information resources and ability to access the available materials and the ability to access the available resources is a result of familiarity with library services and search tools like the library catalogue, Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) etc, and proper library orientation and instruction (user education) and vice-versa. The implication to this is that adequate resources should be provided by the libraries to the students and as the students stocked in their information search, and utilization, there is every need for their training in order to make them compliant with the growing information trends.
The findings on the influence of utilization of information resources on the academic performance of the students indicated that information resources opens new doors of learning and provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students. They provides relaxation and recreation purposes among others. The findings are in line with George ( 2011) who sums it up that  information resources expose students on a journey of exploration and discovery, teaching them how to ask questions and find answers. George (2011), stress that information resources help students find information, stay organized, and provide support to deal with personal concerns or issues and make them better learners. Information resources play an important role in lowering achievement gaps and supporting at-risk students on their pathways to graduation. They provide both academic and social supports by helping at-risk students raise their grades and perform well on assignments, and they motivate students with strategies to continue learning and improving after the school day. Information resources provide the destination where students feel the information hub for themselves. Information resources provide information in diverse and systematically for students. Ogunbote and Odunewu (2008) states that the performance of students could be improved considerably if they use information resources regularly. Information resources help students to discover and develop their abilities and talents as well as improving their reading and study skills for academic achievement. The above ascertain therefore, infers that for a postgraduate student’s academic performance to be influenced by information utilization, he or she must visit a source of desirable information. This is because information needs cannot just be met without consulting or contrasting a source or a channel. Thus, the availability of the information resources to the NOUN libraries paved way for enhancing the academic performance the students. The researcher therefore remarked that the influence of  information resources utilization on the academic performance of the students depend on the quality of the information product, the information system or the resources and the service that brought the information to bear. In effect, for an information resource to be impactful, it must assume the potency of accuracy, completeness, precision, ease of use, and relevance to the users it intends to serve and influence. Summary of Findings
The study was carried out to investigate the influence of utilization of information resources on postgraduate students’ academic performance in study centers of National Open University of Nigeria. The objectives of the study were to ascertain the satisfaction derived from the utilization of the information resources and the influence of utilization of information resources on the academic performance of postgraduate students of NOUN . Two  research questions were formulated. The review of literature discussed influence of utilization of information resources in university libraries. It sees information resources as both human and material resources. Human resources as staff who aid users to access the material resources while materials resources as print and non-print materials. Academic performance and relevant literature was also reviewed. .However, the literature at the disposal of the researcher showed that no study covering influence of utilization of information resources in National Open University  Study Centre Libraries. In view of this, there was a gap in knowledge. Therefore, the present study was set to fill the gap created in the literature on the subject matter.
The study adopted survey research design. The population of the study comprised of 1025 postgraduate students in NOUN study centers in North Central Nigeria. Questionnaire was used for data collection. A total of 1025 copies of the Questionnaire was administered out of which 1008 copies were dully filled and returned correctly representing 98% response rate. Frequency and Mean (x) were used to analyze data in respect of the two research questions formulated. The findings of the study were presented in tables and the findings as follows;
1. Postgraduate students to a high extent utilize textbooks/monographs, databases, wide area networks and communication with colleagues, digital library among others were recorded.
2. The students to a very high extent are satisfied with the usage of textbooks/monographs, databases, wide area networks, communication with colleagues, digital libraries and others.
3. The finding indicated that information resources opens new doors of learning and provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students. They provides relaxation and recreation purposes.
Conclusion
The study has revealed the influence of information resources utilization on the academic performance of postgraduate students of NOUN in north central Nigeria. The study was guided by two objectives and questions. The study employed a descriptive survey research design. The population of the study was 1025 postgraduate students and respondents, data were collected through questionnaires. Data collected were analyzed using mean. 	
The findings shows that, the students are satisfied with the usage of textbooks/monographs, databases, wide area networks, communication with colleagues, digital libraries. The finding indicated that information resources opens new doors of learning and provides information in diverse and systematic ways for students. They provides relaxation and recreation purposes. 
Recommendation
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations have been made:
To ensure effective information resources utilization to enhance academic performance, adequate access to computer should be enhanced, organization of available resources for easy retrieval, training and retraining of staff, adequate library instruction should be provided to help solve the problem of having difficulties in library information materials, librarians should also help in creating current awareness services whereby, the acquired library materials would be communicated to the students. This will create awareness and curb the problem of students not being aware of materials in the library and for other problems to be solved, the university administrators / librarians should ensure that more funds are located to the development of NOUN libraries and the librarians should also ensure that the fund allocated for library development is used for the procure of library infrastructure. This is because the availability of these funds will ensure that adequate infrastructural facilities are procured and current materials also will be made available for use.
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