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Abstract
The study examined photocopying practice and copyright law among students in Adamawa state University Mubi. The study is a qualitative method study using social survey method of research. Three research questions and three objectives were formulated to guide the study. Using random sampling techniques was used to select three hundreds (300) respondents for the study whereas one hundreds and one (181) were retrieved. The data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools such as simple percentages. The findings of the study revealed that the library need to adhere to copyright law. The result also showed that there uncontrolled use of photocopy in the library made from textbooks and other library materials, more so there users are not having much awareness on copyright law and do not abide by it laws. The paper recommends for the adequate awareness of the copyright issues by the respondents for effective library services, the library should provide better means of appropriate copyright law for the library and policy should be made and applied in the use of copyrighted library materials among others. 
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Introduction
Copyright is a set of exclusive right granted by law of jurisdiction to author or creator of original work, including the right to copy, distribute or license and control of reproduction of the subject of copyright for a specific period. This right can be exercise solely of copyright owner. Therefore, copyright means exclusive right to reproduction Literary, dramatic, artistic, or musical works given by law for a certain period to the author. It is also of those works without permission some instances. It is a property which can be assigned or bequeathed. 
Ngangu (1984) defines photocopy as an adaptation of photography whereby copies can be produced directly from the originals without the need for recreation of the image, for instance, by typing, to make a master for subsequent reproduction” Mason (1968) defines photocopy “as the making of copies by a photographic process. These copies, according to him, should be such that could be read with naked eyes or without the use of an optical device. The reprographic reproduction of printed matter has become so widespread that in several Nigerian universities, photocopied materials have practically replaced printed texts and instructional materials that are protected under Nigerian copyright Law. Photocopy is the commonest reprographic method with the copyright law is violated in Nigeria tertiary institutions. Also, Kyle (1983) stated that one of the most important advantages of photocopying is that books are made more accessible to users, without exposing the original to damage from overuse, vandalism or theft.
The copyright law is not designed to limit public access to information but to ensure that the public has access to it by protecting the economic and moral right of author’s copyright law. Based on the assumption that the author is more likely to be motivated to embark on continuous production of intellectual product if he cited, there is assurance that another individual can claim neither the credit nor the profit economically from the author’s efforts. Copyright law does not protect ideas’ but exist only when the ideas are not put tangible format such as written works or other form of expression (Nigerian Copyright Commission (2012) . According to Noel & Breau (2005), students are taught the value of original thinking and the importance of not plagiarizing the works of others both in the libraries and other information centers. 
Copyright is useful for the continued growth of writing and protection. Therefore, copyright protection provides stimulus or incentive for authors. Copyright infringement is the abuse and violation, privacy or theft of a copyright holders exclusive through an unauthorized usage of copyright materials United State Copyright office, 2012). The need to safeguard the creativity and scholarship of our great thinkers and intellectuals from the distinguish activities of pirates, the Federal Government    of Nigeria promulgated various Decrees which served as permissible instruments to control various concerns concerning copyright in Nigeria. This Decrees were Decree No 61 of 1970, and copyright Decree No 47 of 1988 which gave birth to the creation of the Nigerian Copyright Commission. The Commission was charge with the management safety and implementation of right matters in the country. 
In the University sector, a survey of a single Australian University showed that 2.1 million pages were copied in one academic year. In the United State of America, the state of things is not different. Studies conducted by King Research Incorporated in 1981 into library photocopying machines. In Africa, there is also a large scale of photocopying going on in various countries. For instance, the African Publishing Review (1993) reported that in Kenya , an estimate of over one million  copies  are made each year across the various sectors with the educational sector constituting the larger number hence needs for way or ways out and prompted this study.

Statement of the problem
The primary purpose of University Libraries is to support teaching, learning and research in ways consistent with and supportive of the institution mission and goals  individuals who has expectation to provide several services towards the user’s needs. Photocopying services in the library is on daily basis and other issues create more serious challenges and have necessitate drastic efforts to comply with copyright laws by the libraries. The primary function of copyright under the law is to protect from annexation the fruits of persons “work” Though today photocopying services has become obvious in meeting students’ information needs. 
Adamawa state university Mubi are facing critical challenge in meeting the demands of copyright law and perhaps like in other state of Nigeria institutions,   generally needs attention. The phenomenon have been confirmed (Sogan Wetter 2008). The poor situation of the photocopying services and the danger it portends towards copyright law violation in Nigerian Universities were established. Prompted the Federal Government of Nigeria promulgated various Decrees which served as permissible instrument to control various concerns concerning copyright were Decree No 47 1988 which gave birth to the creation of the Nigerian copyright Commission. In spite of this decrees, till today the situation of photocopying services in our Universities is still very poor. It is therefore necessary to conduct an investigation such as this to find out way or ways by which our students in the University will improve the way of photocopying services to be free from any challenges. 
Research Questions
The following research questions were postulated for the study:-
1. What is the extend of photocopying  activities among students in Adamawa state University Mubi
2. How knowledgeable are students are the students of copyright laws in Adamawa State University Mubi
3. Which information resources are prone to photocopying students
                 
Literature Review
Copyright law refers to a legal concept that concerns rights to copy as it protects the labour, skills and judgment that someone – author, artist or some other creator – expends in the creation of original piece of work ( feather$ Surges 2003). Effective laws to combat these and other copyright problems are very imperative. Guardia (1989) insist that copyright come under pressure in a largely illiterate society like Nigeria as the purveyor of pirated audio and video cassettes, the shopkeepers who sell pirated copies of popular textbooks and the students who make photocopy of an entire textbook for his use are all reacting in their own way to the situation. According to Odunowo (2002), the violation of copyright legislation can lead to loss of income, discourage creativity, retard industrial, economic and cultural growth, and deprive the government a huge amount of taxes especially in copyright related industries. To this end awareness of copyright law becomes necessary. Faeji (2002) concurs when he assert that   the level of  copyright awareness in Nigeria is low and this  has militated in the country. Ajegbomogun (2011) assert that photocopying of library resources serves many roles in the Nigerian education system . it is used in information dissemination on a large scale among students, lecturers and researchers in the tertiary institution environment in Nigeria and also keeps the educational system going. She  opines that  photocopying  of copyright  materials should  be done within the stipulated standards since not  every students has enough money to buy all the information resources  needed for their study,  therefore students have come to depend  so much on photocopying  for survival in their study, and researchers. It is crucial  to understand  that in spite  of the hash  realities of the present  economic situation  in Nigeria  or elsewhere , there is no justifiable reason  whatsoever  for one  to rob another in order to survive. Besides, the hash effect is cushioned by the presence of libraries.
African publishing Review (1993) reported that an estimate of 300 billion copy pages per year or an equivalent of 1.5 billion books of 200 pages each of unauthorized photocopying of copyrighted materials worldwide is being carried out.  
 Adoki (2002) rightly argues that it is  criminal,  fraudulent  and cheating  to do any  acts or  Omission  which will deprive  an  owner of copyright table work the benefits of his labor.  Noel and Breau (2005) suggest that works of others should not be used without their permission unless the use is within the exceptions provided in the law or the use has been authorized by the copyright owner. Uviegbara (1992) who argues that there is need to raise the level of awareness of people about copyright law. It also support the findings of  Ekwensi (1992) who assert that photocopying  of texts without  regard to copyright  law has become a norm, and a issue worth  looking into. The level of copyright awareness in Nigeria is low and this militates against infringement  of books in the country. The situation is also the same in other countries of the world like India. Nair (999) explains that the awareness of copyright is rather poor  in the country and piracy believed  to be wide – spread” There is need for collaboration with practitioners in the industries to embark on an orchestrated campaign aimed at educating its citizenry on the dangers of copyright theft which is clearly anti- social and contrary to the public interest. Public condemnation would therefore be mobilized to fight and eradicate copyright infringements are usually dealt with in civil lawsuit in federal court. The principal remedies for enforcement of copyrighted materials in Nigeria as Oluwa, (2011) provided are:
Damages: In awarding damages, the court consider the loss of profit caused to the plaintiff by the infringer‘s diversion of trade from the plaintiff. In addition, the flagrance of the infringement and any benefit shown to have accrued to the defendant by reason of the infringement are considered.
Injunction:  This is the most useful and frequent remedy available to victims of copyright infringement the plaintiff can seek an interim injection pending the determination of the case and perpetual injunction as a final remedy.
Delivery up or destruction: The infringed materials can be confiscated or destroyed. The destruction extends to receipts, containers, vehicles, ships, aircraft etc. This order is frequently applied in Nigeria, especially with respect to smuggling cases.
Conversion rights: All infringing copies of a work in which copyright subsist, or of any substantial part of the work, and all plates, master tapes, machines, equipment or contrivances used or infringing copies, are deemed to be the property of the owner, assignee or exclusive licensee of the copyright, which accordingly may take action to recover the possession or conversion of these articles. 
Various Scholars have contributed to existing literature on subjects copyright in Nigeria. Nnaji (1986), in his historical study of the copyright law in Nigeria, observed that although Nigeria become independent in 1960, it continued to depend on the English copyright law which was revised and updated in 1988, as present Nigeria copyright law Decree 1988. It was updated again in (1992), Osofisan   (1990) and (Campbell 1994 discussed the raison d etere of copyright protection in any society , and the moral, economic and cultural arguments for it.  The Centre on society\s recognition of the intellectual creativity of the nature and the financial investment made by the publish or in publishing the work. Hence, there is a need to give the author and his publisher a limited monopoly right to reap the fruits of their labour and investment. 
In observation the law of the present copyright law, as they apply to authors, published, printers, book sellers, and the. general public Aiyetan (1992), Sadipo (1990) and Omonyi pointed out the  weakness of the existing machinery for enforcing the law, and recommended sustained enlightenment campaign by Nigerian copyright commission to sensitize all the  participants in national book development to the provision of the copyright law and provision of the copyright law and to the consequences of their violation.
The panel of National Book Policy for Nigeria (1987), had in their final draft, National Book policy published by NERDC (1992) noted that most Nigeria are Ignorant of the copyright infringement in various states of the federation.  

Extent of Photocopying Among Students
In Nigeria students have easy access to photocopying facilities which has made the activity so much common and cheaper that they often prefer photocopying to even buying pirated materials which are sold for prices which still un affordable to students, unfortunately, private photocopying; operators on most campuses who are out to make profit provide opportunity for the violation of the copyright law (Okiy, 2005). According to paper presented by Nadzil,  (2008) large  number of students and lecturers are involve in photocopying large volume of literary works  such as textbooks, journals, music, sheet, magazines, etc. an act  which reduces the sale of such publications and royalties payments to authors……..The findings undoubted reveals a lapse in work of the library. However the librarian cannot be blamed in all aspect because students also patronize photo copying  services offered by private individuals in and around their campuses, fact stated by (Okiy 2005). Over here the focus is extensively on profit rather than law enforcement. According to Amodeo (1983) stated that the presence of photocopying machines in the library for photocopying  purposes is to prevent the mutilation and theft of books and argues that there is need to raise the level of awareness of people about copyright law.
 Ajegbomogun (2011) in a study of copyright violation at Kenneth Dike Library, Ibadan notes that 63.0% of the respondents to a great extent photocopy library materials for teaching and research purposes , 46.5% photocopy from textbooks and journals. On the materials mostly photocopied regularly, 43.3% responded that they mostly photocopy books,29% photocopy Journals. In similar study on a survey of photocopy practices in some selected  Universities in Western Nigeria, Igbenegbu (2009) observe  that 86 of the respondents photocopy frequently while lectures  constitute 1.1% of the respondents, 21.8% of the respondents state that they photocopy some chapters from books,3.2 photocopy some pages from Journals, 17.5. Photocopy a whole textbooks. In the same work,10.6% of the respondents agree that  there is a limit to the amount of the photocopies that could be made from published materials for their customer,86% indicate that they do not have3 limit to the  amount of the photocopies that could be made from published materials. Sambo, Ahutu and Aworo *(2016) in their study of photocopying practice and copyright law in Nigerian libraries note that31% of the respondents mostly photocopied textbooks, 2.7% indicate manuscript, lecture notes, project, while14% of the respondents photocopy journal. In the same vein, 72% of the respondent indicate that they are aware of law on copyright, 40% confirm that they are aware of the doctrine of fair use in copyright law. Onoyeya  and Awe (2018) research on the role of librarians in the protection of copyright in Nigeria affirm that 51% of the respondents assert that librarian must provide the right guidance to their usage on how to make use of library  stock without infringing on the copyright  of others,535 agree that  the principle of fair use should be strictly adhered to if there is the need to photocopy while 53% opine that abuse of copyright deprives the creator of gains accruing from his intellectual property.


Extent of Copyright Infringement Through Photocopy Services
Copyright infringement is a federal civil s cause of action. According to Osman (2010), copyright infringement is the illegal use of copyright works in such a manner that the copyright holder’s exclusive right is violated. According to Williams (2005), believe that copyright is infringement by any person who, without the license or authorization of the copyright owner. Therefore, anybody including students doing any of the above without permission or license is infringing copyright. It is therefore evident that the extend in which students engage in copyright infringement through photocopying services is high, especially among students in the universities
Aboyade W., Aboyade M. and Ajala (2015) study on copyright infringement
 And photocopying services among University students  and teachers in Nigeria Observe that35.6% of the students affirm yes to their awareness of Nigerian copyright law while64.4% affirm no. This is an indication that majority of the respondent are not aware of the existence of Nigeria copyright law. 
Methodology 
The study was carried out using social survey research method. The research instrument adopted for the study was questionnaire. The instrument was structured to compare about photocopying practice and copyright law in Adsu Library. It was validated using expert opinion. The reliability of the instrument was tested using test–retest method. Three hundred questionnaires were administered to faculty of social science undergraduate students in Adamawa State Mubi. Completed questionnaires were returned. The population of the study was14, 781, undergraduate of the faculty of science 2024-2025 session. The sample of 300 students was used and the researcher administer questionnaires and collected back 181 from the respondents. Thus there was 91% response return rate. The data collected through questionnaire are hereby analyzed using simple percentage
Results and Discussions 
Table 1: Gender of the Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
Female
Total
	100
81
181
	55.2
44.7
100

	Age of students
	Frequency
	Percentage

	16    18 yrs
19   21  yrs
22  and above

	Frequencies
40
81
60
	Percentage
22
44.7
33.1

	Total
	181
	100



Table From the table 1 present the number of male and female students that participated in the study. Severely 100 (64.4) of the respondents where male, while 81 (35.6) of the respondents were female. Therefore, majority of the students of the faculty were male. Also, it shows that 40 of them were between the ages of 16 18 years, while 81 (50.4) of them were between the ages of 19   21, while the remaining 60 (28.4) were 22 years above. It could be concluded that majority of students are 19 21. Years.
Answering of research questions what is the extent of photocopying activities among students in Adsu Mubi?
Table 2: Extent of photocopying activities
Number of copies per session frequencies
	Number of copies
	Frequencies
	Percentage

	1     to  1,5000
	24
	13.2

	1,500   to  2000
	77
	42.5

	2,000 and above
	80
	44.1

	Total
	181
	100



The data from table 2 indicated that 80 (55.5%) of them had photocopied 2,000 copies.  This shows that the extent of photocopying among students in Adsu Mubi is high.
Table 3: Knowledge of copyright Law
	Statement
	Agreed Frequencies(%)
	Disagreed
Frequencies(%)
	Total

	Copying a whole paper from source without proper acknowledgement
	134 (74)
	47(25.9%
	151(100%)

	Stealing Materials from another source and passing it off as your own
	128 (70.7%)
	53(29.2%
	151(100%)

	Copying Section of materials from one or more  sources text
	88 (48.6%)
	93(51.38%
	151(100%)

	Supplying proper documentation but leaving out citation
	105(58%)
	76(42%)
	151(100%)

	Submitting writing work of others passing it off as your own
	97 (53.6%)
	84
	151(100%)


Table 3 Showed that the students know that copying a whole paper 134 (74%), stealing materials 128 (70.7%) and supplying paper documentation but leaving the citation 105(58%) and some of the way copying can be infringed. This means that the students were knowledgeable about the various means through which copyright law can be infringe.  
Research question three
Which Information resources are prone to photocopying by the students?
	Information Resources
	Agreed
Freq.         %
	Disagree
Freq.         %
	Total 

	Lecture notes
	120 (66.3)
	61( 33.7)
	181(100%)

	Handouts
	130(90.3%)
	55(37.8)
	181(100%)

	Project
	180 (65.1%)
	16(9.2)
	181(100%)

	Textbooks
	100 (95.1)
	2(0.7)
	181(100%)


Table 4 shows that all the information resources such as lecture note 320 (90.7%), Handouts 130(90.3%), project materials 180 (65.1%) and textbook 100(95.1%) are prone tp photocopying by the students of Adamawa State University Mubi.

DISCUSSION
Out of 300 copies of the questionnaire that were administered to the undergraduate students of faculty of social science in Adamawa state university Mubi 181 (91%) were retrieved. The Data from the retrieved questionnaire were analyzed using simple statistic. The findings revealed that the students make photocopies of resources to a great extent 320 (90.7%). This findings is in line with the findings of Lawal – Solarin (1997), posited that piracy constitutes the most serious problem finding the book industry in Nigeria likely to inflict, if unchecked, has been well documented by Ojiji (1992) .Also, the world Bank report on piracy in Nigeria showed that over 70% of all legitimate primary and secondary school textbook were being pirated usually by unscrupulous booksellers and printers (Daily times 1990). 
On the knowledge of copyright law infringement through photocopying the respondents agreed that they were aware that claiming another person work as one-s own, copying a whole paper from a source text without acknowledgement, submission of another person’s without proper documentation but leaving out quotation mark or citation as one\s own are against the copyright law.
This findings supports that of Osofisan (1990), and Campbell (1994), discussed the raison d,etere of copyright protection in any society and the moral, economic and cultural arguments for it. They Centre on society investment made by the publisher in publishing the work. Hence, there is a need to give the author and his publisher a limited monopoly right to reap the fruits of their labor and investment.  It is also revealed that majority of the respondents were involved in copyright infringement lectures note 320 (90.7), handouts 130(90.3%), project materials 180 (65.1%) and textbooks 100(95.1%). These research findings may be that photocopying of textbooks without regards to copyright law has become a norm among students and staff in institutions of learning.

Conclusion
The photocopy services has become an activity that an important and indispensable tool in different organizations, likewise in institutions of learning.  The librarians most be active by educating their clientele on copyright law and most make sure they obey and observe the copyright laws by monitoring them and to make sure the photocopying does not over limit as permitted by the law, so, also in libraries. The problem of copyright contravention in Nigeria generally is multidimensional, but hinges on book scarcity, and public ignorance and disregard of copyright law, as the study has revealed. Hence, there is thriving business of commercial photocopying, duplicating and outright reprinting of copyright works wholly or parts by librarians, printers, booksellers, students or lecturers. There is a doubt on the administrative infrastructure of the Nigerian Copyright Act, the Nigerian Copyright commission on whether they are active or are very weak in checking the prevailing the flagrant abused of copyright. Both the institutions and Nigerian government appears to be more concerned about promoting than limiting access to literary works, as it recognizes the universal truth that accessibility of information is a gate way to creativity and development. 
A part from book piracy which should be checked by immediate arrest and possibly prosecution of book pirates (or unauthorized book reprints), the present large scale photocopying of textbooks by students, lecturers and researchers, should be penalized only when Nigerian has developed further to such level that necessary publications for study and research become readily available and affordable within the country.
Efforts should, however, be made to curb intellectual piracy-plagiarism,-which is rampant in educational institutions among students and lecturers, who freely incorporated other authors work, or substantial portions thereof into in their writings, without due acknowledgement. Nigerian government should appoint and use statutory body to be inspector or other agents to organize frequent campaigns and instructive through workshops, both for general society and within educational institutions, to enlighten on copyright issues. 

Recommendations
Based on the findings in this study the researcher has made the following recommendations
i. That the Nigerian Copyright Commission should try to see that the  protect the work of Authors from being pirated.
ii. The higher Institutions of learning are to conduct seminars and conferences in a bid to creating enlightenment as this will increase students awareness of  the consequences of copyrights
iii.  There is need for the Federal Government of Nigeria to make public campaign to educate Nigerians generally on copyright and to encourage them to abide by the copyright law and practice.
iv. The offenders must be charge for the violation of copyright laws
v. Libraries are to make sure has to do some regulations on limited number of photocopying services.
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